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EISSUE

The air brake treadle valve may be improperly plumbed

CORRECTIVE ACTION

Connect the air brake lines properly and verify the repair.

[WARNING] Always follow all Federal, State, Local, and 

Shop safety standards and use proper safety equipment 

when performing these procedures.

PROCEDURE

	 1	 Park vehicle on a level surface, apply parking brake, turn 

engine off, remove ignition key and chock the wheels.

	 2	 If the reference photo of the brake treadle valve shown be-

low does not match your bus, stop and contact the Blue Bird Recall 

Administrator. If the orange and green 3/8 inch air lines match this 

photo, proceed to step 3.

Brake Treadle Valve Plumbing
MODELS AFFECTED: 2008 All American Forward Engines

	 3	 Bleed the air pressure from the front and rear air brake 

tanks by carefully opening all drain valves on the bottom of the 

tanks.

[CAUTION] Air tanks are pressurized. Take care when open-

ing valves. Wear proper eye and ear protection.

	 4	 Disconnect the green and orange 3/8 inch air lines from 

the forward side of the air brake treadle valve. Do Not disconnect 

the 5/8 inch green and orange air lines from the rear side of the 

valve. 

	 4.1	 To disconnect the air lines push the hose in. The lock 

collar moves with it.

	 4.2	 Hold the collar in while pulling the hose out.

	 5	 Install the green 3/8 inch air line in the top fitting.

Note: Check to ensure there is ample length of green air line to 

reach the top fitting. If not, disconnect the opposite end from the 

tee fitting and replace with a longer length of green 3/8 inch air 

line.

	 5.1	 To install the airline, push the line inward until it bot-

toms. Pull outward firmly to ensure the lock.

	 6	 Install the orange 3/8 inch air line in the bottom fitting.

Note: If necessary shorten the length of 3/8 inch orange air line to 

prevent crimping when installed in the bottom fitting.

	 7	 Close all previously opened drain valves on both front and 

rear brake tanks.

	 8	 System verification: Start the engine and set the hi-idle 

switch on the dash to allow air system pressurization. 

	 9	 Note the air pressure displayed by the front air pressure 

gauge on the dash. Stop the engine.

	10	 Open the drain valve on the bottom of the front air brake 

tank mounted to the curbside framerail. This tank can also be 

identified by the 5/8 inch orange air line attached to it.

	11	 Turn the ignition switch to the “ON” position and observe 

the front air pressure gauge on the dash. If front air pressure gauge 

shows depressurization has occured the repair is complete.

	12	 Close the drain valve on the front air brake tank.

	13	 Inspect for any air leaks in the local area of work and place 

bus back in service.
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